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Detroit has come to symbolise deindustrialization and the challenges, and opportunities, it presents. As many cities 
struggle with urban decline, racial and ethnic tensions and the consequences of neoliberal governance and political 
fragmentation, Detroit’s relevance grows stronger. Why Detroit Matters bridges academic and non-academic 
responses to this extreme example of a fractured and divided, post-industrial city. Contributions from many of the 
leading scholars on Detroit are joined by influential writers, planners, artists and activists who have contributed 
chapters drawing on their experiences and ideas. The book concludes with interviews with some of the city’s most 
important visionaries who are engaged in inspiring practices which provide powerful lessons for Detroit and other 
cities around the world. The book will be a valuable reference for scholars, practitioners and students from across 
disciplines including geography, planning, architecture, sociology, urban studies, history, American studies, and 
economics. 

 
02. LeDuff, C. (2014). Detroit: an american autopsy. New York: Penguin Books. 304 p. 

 
Back in his broken hometown, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Charlie LeDuff searches the ruins of Detroit for clues 
to his family’s troubled past. Having led us on the way up, Detroit now seems to be leading us on the way down. 
Once the richest city in America, Detroit is now the nation’s poorest. Once the vanguard of America’s machine 
age—mass-production, blue-collar jobs, and automobiles—Detroit is now America’s capital for unemployment, 
illiteracy, dropouts, and foreclosures. With the steel-eyed reportage that has become his trademark, and the 
righteous indignation only a native son possesses, LeDuff sets out to uncover what destroyed his city. He beats on 
the doors of union bosses and homeless squatters, powerful businessmen and struggling homeowners and the 
ordinary people holding the city together by sheer determination. Detroit: An American Autopsy is an unbelievable 
story of a hard town in a rough time filled with some of the strangest and strongest people our country has to 
offer. 
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Detroit: The Dream Is Now is a visual essay on the rebuilding and resurgence of the city of Detroit by photographer 
Michel Arnaud, co-author of Design Brooklyn. In recent years, much of the focus on Detroit has been on the 
negative stories and images of shuttered, empty buildings—the emblems of Detroit’s financial and physical decline. 
In contrast, Arnaud aims his lens at the emergent creative enterprises and new developments taking hold in the 
still-vibrant city. The book explores Detroit’s rich industrial and artistic past while giving voice to the dynamic 
communities that will make up its future. The first section provides a visual tour of the city’s architecture and 
neighborhoods, while the remaining chapters focus on the developing design, art, and food scenes through 
interviews and portraits of the city’s entrepreneurs, artists, and makers. Detroit is the story of an American city in 
flux, documented in Arnaud’s thought-provoking photographs 
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In the heat of June in 1943, a wave of destructive and deadly civil unrest took place in the streets of Detroit. The 
city was under the pressures of both wartime industrial production and the nascent civil rights movement, setting 
the stage for massive turmoil and racial violence. Thirty-four people were killed, most of whom were Black, and 
over half of these were killed by police. Two thousand people were arrested, and over seven hundred sustained 
injuries requiring treatment at local hospitals. Property damage was estimated to be nearly $2 million. With Run 
Home If You Don't Want to Be Killed, Rachel Marie-Crane Williams delivers a graphic retelling of the racism and 
tension leading up to the violence of those summer days. By incorporating firsthand accounts collected by the 
NAACP and telling them through a combination of hand-drawn images, historical dialogue, and narration, Williams 
makes the history and impact of these events immediate, and in showing us what happened, she reminds us that 
many issues of the time—police brutality, state-sponsored oppression, economic disparity, white supremacy—
plague our country to this day. 
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At its heyday in the 1950s and 1960s, Detroit's status as epicenter of the American auto industry made it a vibrant, 
populous, commercial hub—and then the bottom fell out. Detroit: A Biography takes a long, unflinching look at 
the evolution of one of America's great cities and one of the nation's greatest urban failures. This authoritative yet 
accessible narrative seeks to explain how the city grew to become the heart of American industry and how its utter 
collapse—from nearly two million residents in 1950 to less than 715,000 some six decades later—resulted from a 
confluence of public policies, private industry decisions, and deeply ingrained racism. Drawing from U.S. Census 
data and including profiles of individuals who embody the recent struggles and hopes of the city, this book 
chronicles the evolution of what a modern city once was and what it has become.  
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Bringing to the fore a wealth of original research, A Detroit Story examines how the informal reclamation of 
abandoned property has been shaping Detroit for decades. Claire Herbert lived in the city for almost five years to 
get a ground-view sense of how this process molds urban areas. She participated in community meetings and tax 
foreclosure protests, interviewed various groups, followed scrappers through abandoned buildings, and visited 
squatted houses and gardens. Herbert found that new residents with more privilege often have their back-to-the-
earth practices formalized by local policies, whereas longtime, more disempowered residents, usually representing 
communities of color, have their practices labeled as illegal and illegitimate. She teases out how these divergent 
treatments reproduce long-standing inequalities in race, class, and property ownership 
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Once America's "arsenal of democracy," Detroit is now the symbol of the American urban crisis. In this reappraisal 
of America’s racial and economic inequalities, Thomas Sugrue asks why Detroit and other industrial cities have 
become the sites of persistent racialized poverty. He challenges the conventional wisdom that urban decline is the 
product of the social programs and racial fissures of the 1960s. Weaving together the history of workplaces, unions, 
civil rights groups, political organizations, and real estate agencies, Sugrue finds the roots of today’s urban poverty 
in a hidden history of racial violence, discrimination, and deindustrialization that reshaped the American urban 
landscape after World War II.This Princeton Classics edition includes a new preface by Sugrue, discussing the 



 

lasting impact of the postwar transformation on urban America and the chronic issues leading to Detroit’s 

bankruptcy. 
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Once America's "arsenal of democracy," Detroit over the last fifty years has become the symbol of the American 
urban crisis. In this reappraisal of racial and economic inequality in modern America, Thomas Sugrue explains how 
Detroit and many other once prosperous industrial cities have become the sites of persistent racialized poverty. 
He challenges the conventional wisdom that urban decline is the product of the social programs and racial fissures 
of the 1960s. Probing beneath the veneer of 1950s prosperity and social consensus, Sugrue traces the rise of a new 
ghetto, solidified by changes in the urban economy and labor market and by racial and class segregation.  In this 
provocative revision of postwar American history, Sugrue finds cities already fiercely divided by race and 
devastated by the exodus of industries. He focuses on urban neighborhoods, where white working-class 
homeowners mobilized to prevent integration as blacks tried to move out of the crumbling and overcrowded inner 
city. Weaving together the history of workplaces, unions, civil rights groups, political organizations, and real estate 
agencies, Sugrue finds the roots of today's urban poverty in a hidden history of racial violence, discrimination, and 
deindustrialization that reshaped the American urban landscape after World War II.  In a new preface, Sugrue 
discusses the ongoing legacies of the postwar transformation of urban America and engages recent scholars who 
have joined in the reassessment of postwar urban, political, social, and African American history. 
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Once the manufacturing powerhouse of the nation, Detroit has become emblematic of failing cities everywhere—
the paradigmatic city of ruins—and the epicenter of an explosive growth in images of urban decay. In Beautiful 
Terrible Ruins, art historian Dora Apel explores a wide array of these images, ranging from photography, 
advertising, and television, to documentaries, video games, and zombie and disaster films.   Apel shows how 
Detroit has become pivotal to an expanding network of ruin imagery, imagery ultimately driven by a pervasive and 
growing cultural pessimism, a loss of faith in progress, and a deepening fear that worse times are coming. The 
images of Detroit’s decay speak to the overarching anxieties of our era: increasing poverty, declining wages and 
social services, inadequate health care, unemployment, homelessness, and ecological disaster—in short, the 
failure of capitalism. Apel reveals how, through the aesthetic distancing of representation, the haunted beauty 
and fascination of ruin imagery, embodied by Detroit’s abandoned downtown skyscrapers, empty urban spaces, 
decaying factories, and derelict neighborhoods help us to cope with our fears. But Apel warns that these images, 
while pleasurable, have little explanatory power, lulling us into seeing Detroit’s deterioration as either inevitable 
or the city’s own fault, and absolving the real agents of decline—corporate disinvestment and globalization. 
Beautiful Terrible Ruins helps us understand the ways that the pleasure and the horror of urban decay hold us in 
thrall. 
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   crisis and the start of the new deal. Carolina do Norte: McFarland. 202 p. 

 
This history tells the relatively unknown story of how the Detroit automobile industry played a major role in the 
1933 banking crisis and the subsequent New Deal reforms that drastically changed the financial industry. Spurred 
by failed decision making and conflicts of interest by automobile industry leaders, Detroit banks experienced a 



 

critical emergency, precipitating the federal closure of banks on March 4, 1933, the first in a series of actions by 
which the federal government acquired power over economics previously held by states and private industrial and 
financial interests. 
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After decades of suburban sprawl, job loss, and lack of regional government, Detroit has become a symbol of post-
industrial distress and also one of the most complex urban environments in the world. In Revolution Detroit: 
Strategies for Urban Reinvention, John Gallagher argues that Detroit's experience can offer valuable lessons to 
other cities that are, or will soon be, dealing with the same broken municipal model. A follow-up to his award-
winning 2010 work, Reimagining Detroit, this volume looks at Detroit's successes and failures in confronting its 
considerable challenges. It also looks at other ideas for reinvention drawn from the recent history of other cities, 
including Cleveland, Flint, Richmond, Philadelphia, and Youngstown, as well as overseas cities, including 
Manchester and Leipzig.This book surveys four key areas: governance, education and crime, economic models, 
and the repurposing of vacant urban land. Among the topics Gallagher covers are effective new urban governance 
models developed in Cleveland and Detroit; new education models highlighting low-income-but-high-achievement 
schools and districts; creative new entrepreneurial business models emerging in Detroit and other post-industrial 
cities; and examples of successful repurposing of vacant urban land through urban agriculture, restoration of 
natural landscapes, and the use of art in public places. He concludes with a cautious yet hopeful message that 
Detroit may prove to be the world's most important venue for successful urban experimentation and that the 
reinvention portrayed in the book can be repeated in many cities. Gallagher's extensive traveling and research, 
along with his long career covering urban redevelopment for the Detroit Free Press, has given him an unmatched 
perspective on Detroit's story. Readers interested in urban studies and recent Detroit history will appreciate this 
thoughtful assessment of the best practices and obvious errors when it comes to reinventing our cities. 

 
12. Linkner, J. (2014). The road to reinvention: how to drive disruption and accelerate transformation. San  

 Francisco, CA.: Jossey-Bass. 272 p. 

 
Companies, communities, and individuals fall for many reasons, but one of the most common―and easily 
avoidable―is the failure to reinvent. When people and organizations rest on prior successes rather than driving 
purposeful transformation, they discover too late that they have lost their market position altogether to 
competitors and external forces. The most successful companies, brands, and individuals make reinvention a 
regular part of their business strategies. Transformation demands an ongoing process of discovery and 
imagination, and The Road to Reinvention lays out a systematic approach for continually challenging and 
reinventing yourself and your business. Venture capitalist and serial entrepreneur Josh Linkner identifies six 
elements in any business that are ripe for reinvention and shares examples, methods, and step-by-step techniques 
for creating deliberate, productive disruption. Throughout The Road to Reinvention, Linkner also explores the 
history―the great rise, unprecedented fall, and now rebirth―of his beloved hometown, Detroit. First rising to 
greatness as the result of breathtaking innovation, Detroit had generations of booming growth before succumbing 
to apathy, atrophy, and finally bankruptcy. Now, the city is rising from the ashes and driving sustainable success 
through an intense focus on reinvention. Linkner brings an insider's view of this incredible story of grit, 
determination, and creativity, sharing his perspective on Detroit's successes and setbacks as a profound example 
of large-scale organizational and personal transformation. Change is inevitable. You need to decide: Will you drive 
that change, or be driven away by it? Will you disrupt or be disrupted? By choosing to deliberately reimagine your 
own status quo, you can secure a strong future for both your company and your career. 


